FINE & PRACTICAL ARTS CURRICULUM
Third TRIMESTER

GRADES K, 1 & 2

ART

Children continue to experience and explore different art materials.  At this point in the year we kick it up a notch and add new techniques, more history, concepts and art material choices.  We review the Elements of Art such as color, value, shape, form, line, space and texture.  Children are introduced to the Principles of Design using words such as unity, rhythm, emphasis, movement, contrast and pattern to explain and discuss art.  We talk about how these words are related to other aspects of their lives and things around them such as music and nature. 

Kindergarten: Some children made large paintings using a variety of line thicknesses, space, form, texture, clay or papier mache. 
Artist: Mary Cassatt, William Johnson.
First Grade: Painting, drawing, card making, gifts for loved ones, clay, glaze, movement, contrast, symbols and color theory.

Second Grade: Patterns, texture, clay, weaving cardboard on looms, weaving techniques, tying knots, gift making art, mask-making and collage, colonial stencil design and watercolor resist.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Our students have participated in the following activities during

Physical Education class this trimester:

Kindergarten, Grade One and Grade Two:

*Fundamental Movement Skills (locomotor, non-locomotor, manipulative)



Throwing & Catching



Floor Hockey



Field Hockey (Second Grade)

Circus Unit

Scooter board games

*Basic gymnastics skills

*Body management skills and motor planning

*Low organized games

*Wellness and Nutrition Activities
MUSIC

Kindergartners continue to work hard on their singing skills, most recently with songs for the end-of-year show.  They also continued to find the steady beat in music and put it everywhere they could … hands, nose, knees, toes!  Favorite games that match music to movement included:  Circle Round the Zero, Jump Jim Joe, and Farmer in the Dell.

Grade 1 listened to “Carnival of the Animals” by Saint-Saens and learned how animals can be depicted in music.  One of our favorite songs was A Sailor Went to Sea.  Movement activities and dances included Bobolinka, Circle Round the Zero and Charlie Over the Ocean.  At the end of the year they learned songs for performance at the Color Show. First graders learned that an ostinato is a fancy term for a simple musical concept, a repeated pattern. They really stretched themselves to perform 2 ostinatos at once while also reciting the poem, 5 Little Monkeys.

Grade 2 spent some time learning about the instruments of the orchestra:  what families they belong to, how they are made, which are low and which are high.  They continued to develop literacy skills with quarter and eighth notes, not only aurally but by improvising, reading, and writing.  The song Rocky Mountain helped to develop good singing voices, and they sang the round Frère Jacques in three parts. Second graders also spent considerable time working on ostinatos, repeated patterns in music. They even made up their own! 

LIBRARY

Kindergarten

In Library, Kindergarteners have moved into the non-fiction and special book areas of the library. They are independently selecting, reading and checking out their books. Students are identifying whether the books they check out are fiction or non-fiction.  We have also been using computers in library. Students practice using the headphones, use the mouse to navigate, and independently access the Library/Computer Lab website. As an end of year project, students will create Thank You slides in Max Show, to thank their mothers for the help they’ve given them this year. These projects will be shown at the Mother’s Day Tea. Final projects will be available on the Library/Computer Lab website under the Projects page in late May or early June.
1st Grade

Students in 1st grade can now check out three books in library. Students are asked to select a variety of books including both fiction and non-fiction. First graders have been logging onto computers in library to practice accessing the Library/computer Lab website and utilizing the resources available. As an end of year project, students will research a topic of their choice in library and will use non-fiction books and websites to learn about their topics and take notes. Students will create a slide in Max Show to share their research and what they have learned. Final projects will be available on the Library/Computer Lab website under the Projects page in late May or early June.
2nd Grade

Students in 2nd grade can now check out three books in library. Students are asked to select a variety of books including both fiction and non-fiction. Second graders have been practicing locating information in non-fiction books using features of non-fiction texts (table of contents, index, and glossary). Students have been answering questions and taking notes based on what they learn from non-fiction books. As an end of year project, students will research one community helper (policeman, teacher, etc.) and create a final project that can be accessed through the Library/Computer Lab website on the Projects page. Final projects will be available on the Library/Computer Lab website under the Projects page in late May or early June.
